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[0032] What is claimed is: 

1. A method for sending a message notification to a recipient of a message, the 
method comprising the steps of: 

a) upon receipt of a message destined to a recipient at a first server, determining 
whether or not a notification is to be sent to the recipient for alerting of the presence of the 

5 message at the first server; 

b) based on a result of step a), selectively inserting in a copy of the message that 
is to be forwarded by the first server to a second server an indication representative of 
whether or not a notification has been sent to the recipient of the message; and 

c) transmitting the copy of the message with the indication from the first server to 
10 the second server. 

2. The method claimed in claim 1 further comprising the steps of: 

d) upon receipt of the copy of the message at the second server, detecting the 
indication; and 

e) based on the indication, selectively sending out a notification to the message 
5 recipient; 

wherein if the indication specifies that a first notification has been already sent to 
the recipient by the first server, the second server refrains from sending out another 
notification, and if the indication is representative that a first notification has not been 
already sent to the recipient by the first server, the second server sends out a notification 
10 for the recipient. 
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3. The method claimed in claim 2, wherein: 

the notification to the recipient is a message selected from the group of messages 
consisting of: a Short Message Service (SMS) message, and Enhanced Messaging 
Service (EMS) message, a Multimedia Messaging Service (MMS) message, and a direct 
5 HTTP Push message. 

4. The method claimed in claim 2, wherein: 

the message is a Multimedia Messaging System (MMS) message; 
the first server is an MMS Center (MMS-C) server; and 
the second server is a Value Added Service Provider (VASP) server; 
5 wherein the MMS message is forwarded from the MMS-C to the VASP based on a 

detected condition for forwarding. 

5. The method claimed in claim 4, wherein the detected condition for forwarding 
comprises an automatic forwarding feature activated by the MMS message recipient. 

6. The method claimed in claim 1, wherein step a) of determining whether or not a 
notification is to be sent to the recipient for alerting of the presence of the message at the 
first server is performed based on setting internal to the first server. 

7. A first server acting to receive a message destined to a recipient, and upon receipt 
of the message further acting to determine whether or not a notification is to be sent to the 
recipient for alerting of the presence of the message, the first server selectively inserting in 
a copy of the message that is to be forwarded to a second server an indication 

5 representative of whether or not a notification has been sent by the first server to the 
recipient of the message, the first server transmitting the copy of the message with the 
indication to the second server. 
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8. The first server claimed in claim 7, wherein the notification to the recipient is a 
message selected from the group of messages consisting of: a Short Message Service 
(SMS) message, and Enhanced Messaging Service (EMS) message, a Multimedia 
Messaging (MMS) service, and a direct HTTP Push message. 

9. The first server claimed in claim 7, wherein: 

the message is a Multimedia Messaging System (MMS) message; 
the first server is an MMS Center (MMS-C) server; and 
the second server is a Value Added Service Provider (VASP) server; 
5 wherein the MMS message is forwarded from the MMS-C to the VASP based on a 

detected condition for forwarding. 

10. The first server claimed in claim 7, wherein the detected condition for forwarding 
comprises an automatic forwarding feature activated by the MMS message recipient. 

11. The first server claimed in claim 7, wherein the determination related to whether or 
not a notification is to be sent to the recipient for alerting of the presence of the message is 
based on settings internal to the first server. 
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1 2. A communications system comprising: 
a first server; 

a second server; 

wherein upon receipt of a message destined to a recipient at a first server, the first 
5 server determines whether or not a notification is to be sent to the recipient for alerting of 
the presence of the message at the first server, and based on a result of the determination 
the first server selectively inserts in a copy of the message that is to be forwarded to a 
second server an indication representative of whether or not a notification has been sent to 
the recipient of the message, and transmits the copy of the message with the indication to 
10 the second server. 

13. The communications system claimed in claim 12 wherein upon receipt of the copy 
of the message at the second server, the second server detects the indication, and based 
on the indication, selectively sends out a notification to the message recipient; 

wherein if the indication specifies that a first notification has been already sent to 
5 the recipient by the first server, the second server refrains from sending out another 
notification, and if the indication is representative that a first notification has not been 
already sent to the recipient by the first server, the second server sends out a notification 
for the recipient. 

14. The communications system claimed in claim 13, wherein: 

the notification to the recipient is a message selected from the group of messages 
consisting of: a Short Message Service (SMS) message, and Enhanced Messaging 
Service (EMS) message, a Multimedia Messaging (MMS) service, and a direct HTTP push 
5 message. 
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1 5. The communications system claimed in claim 1 3, wherein: 

the message is a Multimedia Messaging System (MMS) message; 
the first server is an MMS Center (MMS-C) server; and 
the second server is a Value Added Service Provider (VASP) server; 
5 wherein the MMS message is forwarded from the MMS-C to the VASP based on a 

detected condition for forwarding. 

16. The communications system claimed in claim 15, wherein the detected condition 
for forwarding comprises an automatic forwarding feature activated by the MMS message 
recipient. 

17. The communications system claimed in claim 13, wherein the first server uses 
settings internal to the first server for determining whether or not a notification is to be sent 
to the recipient for alerting of the presence of the message. 
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